REAL LIFE Commitments
Committing to God’s Strategy for LIFE

Foundation for LIFE



SESSION 2:  Foundation for LIFE –

                            God’s Strategic Plan

  “Wisdom has built her spacious house with seven pillars.” Proverbs 9:1

“They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles’    teaching and fellowship, sharing the Lord’s Supper and in prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers… those who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47

  As a Christian (Seven Foundational Pillars of LIFE)

The Bible refers to believers as being a “spiritual house” in which God dwells. Our house (life) is built on seven foundational pillars. These “pillars” of LIFE are the base and strength of our spiritual lives. This speaks of spiritual maturity. 

Spiritual Maturity 

Spiritual maturity is the ability to Discern with our spirit and to Do by God’s grace those things which are pleasing and right in God’s plan and that line up with the principles of God’s Word.

Understanding Spiritual Maturity

·   Spiritual maturity is an Ongoing process.    

        “But grow in the special favor and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

          Jesus Christ.”                                                                       – 2 Peter 3:18  

·    Spiritual maturity is a Journey not a destination.

  “But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught.  You know

    they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you.” 

                                                                                              -  2 Timothy 3:14

·   Spiritual maturity involves Spiritual Habits.

        “Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales.  

          Spend your time and energy in training yourself for spiritual fitness.”

                                                                                                       - I Timothy 4:7

·   Spiritual maturity requires Active involvement.

 “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  For a branch cannot produce fruit

   if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful apart from me.”

 
                                                                                            -  John 15:4

·   Spiritual maturity requires Persistence.

        “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of   

               witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us 

               down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress.  And let

               us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.”

                                                                                                           - Hebrews 12:1

Characteristics of Spiritual Maturity

· Obedience to God’s Will

· Love for God’s People

· Productivity in God’s Work

                Being A New Testament Christian

   God Has Strategically Established You !

We are established to be a New Testament Christian functioning in a New Testament Church.

“They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer.  A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.  And all the believers met together constantly and shared everything they had.  They sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with those in need.  They worshipped together at the Temple every day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity - all the while praising God and enjoying the good will of all the people.  And each day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved.”

                                                                                                - Acts 2:42-47

Seven Foundational Pillars for LIFE
Pillar 1 - To be a Worshiper of God – being a part of worshiping 

                God in spirit and in truth.

                 “But the time is coming and is already here when true worshipers 

                   will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is 

                   looking for anyone who will worship him in that way.”

                                                                                                      – John 4:23
· Created to Worship

· Called to Worship

         Pillar 2 - To Fellowship with Other Believers – coming together in LIFE Groups for the purpose of building relationships.   

                          “A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but 

                            two can stand back-to-back and conquer.  Three are even 

                           better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.” 

                                                                                                   - Ecclesiastes 4:12

· Truthful  relationships

· Trusting relationships

         Pillar 3 - To Communicate with God through prayer it must 

                         become an integral part of our everyday lives. 

                         (Acts 4:31&33, 6:4, 13:3; 1Thes. 5:17; Col. 4:2; Luke 18:1)

       “Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful 

       heart.”                                                               – Colossians 4:2

· The Priority of prayer.

                         “Pray continually.”                       – 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

        Jesus set the Example of prayer.

        Jesus taught the Necessity of prayer.

        Jesus taught His Disciples to pray.


· The Power of prayer.  (effective)

“ And the Holy Spirit helps us in our distress. For we don’t even know what we should pray for, nor how we should pray, But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”                                 - Romans 8:26-29
                                       The Holy Spirit Helps us pray.

                                       The Holy Spirit Prays for us.

                                       God hears our Heart more than our words.

                                       God Always answers prayer.

Pillar 4 - To Live a Disciplined Life each of us must devote 

         ourselves to becoming disciples. 

         “Spend your time and energy in training yourself for 

           spiritual fitness.  Physical exercise has some value, but 

           spiritual exercise is much more important, for it promises

           a reward in both this life and the next.”       - 1 Tim. 4:7b-8

· Learning God’s Principles (Study of God’s Word)

            Why Study God’s Word

It is how we get to Know God.

It is essential for Spiritual Growth.

It Prepares us for LIFE.

It Equips us for ministry.

            How To Study God’s Word

                              Set aside the Time.

                              Use a Translation you are comfortable with.

                              Have a Strategy.

                              Use a Journal to write down thoughts.

         Pillar 4 (cont.)

· Living Principles

A. Determine to Give.

Systematically             Cheerfully
Proportionately           Thankfully
Generously                  Obediently
B. Determine to Serve.

         Pillar 5 - To be a Person of Compassion – each is called to find and fill needs; to be a servant.

                         “Jesus traveled through all the cities and villages of that area…And 

                          wherever he went, he healed people of every sort of disease and 

                          illness. He felt great pity for the crowds that came, because their 

                          problems were so great and they didn’t know where to go for help.

                          They were like sheep without a shepherd.”          – Matthew 9:35-36 

· Seeing  the Real Needs of Others

· Serving the Real Needs of Others

Pillar 6 – To Expand God’s Kingdom through ministry. Each of us 

                            has been gifted to serve in ministry to grow God’s kingdom.                            Matthew 28:18-19; Acts 13–28

                            “Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given 

                            complete authority in heaven and on earth.  Therefore, go and 

                            make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

                            of  the Father and the son and the Holy Spirit.”                                                  

                                                                                                - Matthew 28:18-19

· Discovering your gifts.  

“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 




      gives them to each one, just as he determines”. 

                                                                                                        - 1 Cor. 12:11
· Developing your gifts.  

“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual 




       gift God gave you…”                                  - 2 Tim. 1:6
           Pillar 7 - To Reach Others Through Your Story. Each of us has a 

                           unique story that we need to share with others. 

                           “The harvest is so great, but the workers are so few.  Pray to 

                              the Lord who is in charge of the harvest, and ask him to send 

                             out more workers for his fields.”                         - Luke 10:2

· Seizing the opportunities

· Sharing my story

The church is built on the same seven foundational pillars on which we must build our lives. The church’s mission and vision is to become a healthy church, and a balanced church providing the opportunities needed to allow you to grow spiritually and personally, which has as a natural result of corporate growth. 

First Assembly of God’s Vision & Mission

“To Know God by having a passion for God, Prayer as our priority and teaching Biblical principles by which we can live. Showing People by caring for their needs, partnering with other believers and expanding the kingdom of God locally, regionally, and globally. To live in a way that Jesus is seen in us”

To fulfill our vision, God has commissioned First Assembly to carry out several ministry functions, which are the “pillars” of the 21st Century church. These pillars are the foundational supports on which ALL of our ministries rest.

FIRST ASSEMBLY’S SEVEN FOUNDATIONAL PILLARS
1. The Pillar of Passion For God

                                Worship Gatherings: “Having a Passion for God…”
                                (Psalms 95:6; Matthew 4:10; John 4:23-24; Acts 2:42-47)

        Services that Center on Jesus 

        The gospel of Christ is the central focus of all we do as a church. 

·  Praise

·  Prayer

·  Preaching

        Services that Celebrate life

          Our services contain aspects that celebrate Jesus in the life of each believer. 

· Inspiring Worship

· Communion

· Water Baptism

· Testimonies

2. The Pillar of Partnering with other believers    

                                LIFE Groups: “ Partnering with other believer’s…”(Acts 2:42,44,46,47;  5:12)

· Growing on Truth
· Growing in Trust
                      Six Key Functions of LIFE Groups

· Fellowship -community growth
· Discipleship -spiritual growth
· Encouragement -relationship growth
· Accountability -personal growth
· Evangelism -kingdom growth
· Reproduction -group growth

3. The Pillar of  Power Through Prayer

                           Strategic Prayer: “Having Prayer as our Priority…
                                (Acts 2:42, 4:24; Col. 4:2; 1 Thes. 5:17)

· Prayer that is to the  Point 

· Specific

· Strategic

· Prayer that is Powerful   (Personally and corporately)

P Prioritize prayer 

R Repent of sin.

A Ask God for revival.

Y Yield to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

E  Expect God to bring renewal.

R  Requisition supernatural resources to destroy strongholds.  


4. The Pillar of Principles To Live By

Discipleship Processes: “Teaching Biblical principles by which we can live…(Acts 2:42; Eph. 4:11-12b)

“They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles’

   teaching and  fellowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper and in Prayer”.

                                                                                                         – Acts 2:42

· Developing people through God’s Word
· Biblical teaching -- teaching based on the Word of God

· Practical teaching -- teaching based on life application

· Leveled teaching -- teaching based on Christian maturity
· Developing people in God’s Ways
·  Mentoring

· Ministry Gifts
5. The Pillar of Providing For The Needs Of Others

                   Care Providers: “Caring for the needs of other’s… (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32, 34-35; 11:29; Gal. 6:10)

      “ Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone, especially 

        to our Christian brothers and sisters.”                                  –  Galatians 6:10

    “So the believers in Antioch decided to send relief to the brothers and sisters in 

      Judea, everyone giving as much as they could.”                             – Acts 11:29 
· Ministries that Model Jesus  (Matthew 9)
· Jesus Went
· Jesus Saw
· Jesus Felt
· Ministries that Meet real needs

· In the Church
· In the Community
6. The Pillar of Planting Churches

                               Kingdom Expansion: “Expanding the Kingdom of God Locally, Regionally and Globally…”  

                                                                      (Matthew 28:18-19; Acts 2:47, 13:3, 13-28)

· Expanding the Kingdom by Building People
            
1) Ministry Partners Training (Training Members for ministry) 
       
    REAL  LIFE Commitments Process               – 1 Peter 4:10
2) Ministry Leaders Training (Training Leaders in the church)

Leadership Training Conference -Exodus 18:21, Acts 6:31,  Timothy 1:6



3) Ministry Advanced Training (Training Ministers for 

    Full-time Ministry) – LIFE Institute                - 2 Timothy 1:6

Expanding the Kingdom through Branch Churches
          1) Investigating a Strategic Place (Vision-casting conference)

2) Identifying a strategic person/persons (LIFE Institute       conference)

          3) Implementing the strategic process (Church planting)

4) Investing in a strategic partnership 

· Resourcing – finances, manpower, materials

· Training – learning opportunities

· Networking – working together

· Accountability – Staying on the mark

· Covering – providing leadership

7. The Pillar of Promoting Jesus In A REAL Way

                                 Evangelism Efforts: “To live life in a way that Jesus is seen in us!”

                                                                 (Acts 1:8, 2:47, 5:42, 6:7, 9:31, 14:21)

“Whatever it takes, without sin, to reach people with the message of Jesus.”
· REAL Preaching that promotes Jesus (1Cor. 9:16-27)
           1)  R - Relevant – to our culture

· Preaching that is Contemporary
· Preaching that Connects people with Christ


2)  E - Effective – in our commission

· Preaching that Promotes Jesus Christ

· Preaching that Produces results

           3)  A – Accountable – to our Christianity

· Preaching that doesn’t Compromise truth

· Preaching that is motivated by Compassion
           4)  L – Loving  in our conduct
· Preaching that Models Christ in our actions

· Preaching that Moves people toward Christ


· REAL Programs that promote Jesus (need-oriented evangelism) 

R - Relevant to the Culture

   “The Pattern ways in which People relate” (Leith Anderson)

· Age groups

· Subcultures  (globally and locally)

     Relating to a Postmodern culture

· No Moral absolutes

· Globalization of cultures

· Polarization on issues of morality 

                Making the Connections
· With the Culture
· The culture with Christ
E - Effective in our Commission (bringing people to Christ) 

                                                     (1Cor. 9:23)

· The church has supernatural Purpose (Mark 16:15-18)

· The church has supernatural Power (Acts 1:8)

· The church is supernatural People (Matt. 16:18-19)
A - Accountable to our Christianity (the message we preach)

· Jesus is always at the Center
                   We are always Clear about Jesus

· His Person
· His Power
· His Practices
                   We always have the Compassion of Jesus 

· Going into the community 

· Seeing the need

· Doing something about it

L - Loving in our conduct (motivation for ministry) (1 Cor. 9:19)
· Real love Sees the needs of others

· Real love Serves the needs of others

· Real love Saves others

What Makes FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD Healthy?

tc "What makes CHURCH NAME Special?" \l 2
1. Empowering Leadership   
         

The match of Pastor and Congregation
Delegation and sharing of ministry

Leadership through Vision
Leadership through Mentoring and Equipping
Leading Change
2. Gift-Oriented  Ministry 
Understanding your gifts

Matching of gifts to task

Significance of service

Coaching : Are people supported, trained, and challenged?
3. Passionate  Spirituality  
Personal spiritual disciplines

Corporate spiritual disciplines

Contagious faith

4. Functional Structures 

Organizational structures and systems

Leadership Oversight, Vision, Goals and Planning
Creativity and managing Change
5. Inspiring Worship

Feelings of being inspired

Care for children

Life-Transforming preaching

Visitor friendly

God-Centered and Celebrative music

6. Holistic Small Groups
Atmosphere of transparency, sharing and trust

Spiritually oriented

Meeting Felt needs

Relevant to daily life


Guest sensitive

Multiplication of disciples, leaders and groups

Active Participation of group members

7. Need-Oriented Evangelism
Personal evangelism

Corporate evangelistic Strategies
Seeker awareness

Assimilation of new Christians

8. Loving Relationships
Atmosphere of joy and trust

Interdependent relationships

Affirmation and Confirmation
Intentional conflict resolution 
First Assembly exists to be a vibrant, church. This is accomplished by being a balanced church, which in turn leads to a healthy church, which by its very nature will be a growing church. By doing this we allow you to build your life on the foundations necessary for you to be a balanced, healthy, and growing Christian.



























































































Every person, if not already involved in a LIFE Group, needs to strongly consider their participation in one of our groups. The dynamics of growth experienced in this setting is unparalleled in any other form of ministry. 











Prayer is an integral part of every believer’s life. Please take advantage of opportunities to be part of First Assembly’s many prayer gatherings.















































“Programs don’t build people, people build people.”
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