Welcome to REAL LIFE Commitments

Committing to God’s Strategy for LIFE

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for enrolling in the REAL LIFE Commitments Process. It is our desire to take you on a step-by-step journey that will help you to become all that God has formed you to be.  

In the Book of Acts, God gave us the pattern for a New Testament church. This is a church that moves in the power of the Holy Spirit. He also has given us the pattern for how that church is to function and what it is to be about. We believe that this REAL LIFE Commitments process follows that pattern and purpose to reveal to us what it takes for you to be 21st century New Testament Christian in a 21st century New Testament Church. Through this process we will help you identify your unique form and assist you in becoming all that God has designed you to be.

 As you begin this process, remain open to what God wants to do in and through your life as you give yourself to discovering exactly how you fit into God’s master plan for His church. You will find no greater satisfaction and fulfillment than this. 

Session 1: Introduction ~ Coming to LIFE

Session 2: Foundation for LIFE ~ God’s Strategic Plan

Session 3: Formation for LIFE ~ God’s Strategic People

Session 4: Facilitation for LIFE ~ God’s Strategic Place for You
Introduction


Coming to Life
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Session One:  Coming to LIFE

God’s Strategy for LIFE

What does it mean to be a Christian?

“It was there at Antioch that the believers were first called Christians.”       – Acts 11:26

                 They were called Christians because they were Christ-like.

                “Protos” is the Greek word used here.

                 The Antioch Christians were the “prototypes” for All Christians.

“The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they were ordinary men who had had no special training. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.”                                                      – Acts 4:13

“And all of us have had that veil removed so that we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more.”                                  – 2 Corinthians 3:18                                                                                                      

“Recognize Jesus is the Way the Truth and The Life”

“ For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

                                                                                                  – John 3:16
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How Do You Become A Christian?
· Everybody is Separated from God by sin.

“For all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard.”  – Romans 3:23

· We must first establish a Relationship with God through Jesus.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”

                                                                                                                

              - John 14:6
· This is accomplished through our Belief in Him and the Confession of our sins. 

“But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us

 from every wrong.”  – 1 John 1:9

· God provides us with the opportunity to come into relationship with Him through His Grace.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ

 our Lord.”                                                                                                     – Romans 6:23
The punishment for our sin is death. God, however, in His infinite love has provided for us a way to escape that eternal death. Grace is a free gift, which He gives with no obligation required of us other than our repentance. However, we must experience it. We receive the gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus. This is more than just belief that He exists but that we turn from our sinful ways and accept what He has done for us by accepting His authority in our lives.
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“Realize Jesus wants you to live an “Abundant” LIFE!”

“ The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.”                                                                                                          – John 10:10 

                                 An abundant life is a “FULL” life

· F – Fruitful and Fulfilled
· U – Usable
· L – Large
· L – Limitless
Each of us has been given the opportunity to live our life to the fullest but that can only truly be accomplished through a life lived in and through Christ.
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Committing to LIFE

You Need To Make A Commitment To Go After God’s Purpose For Your Life!

Each of us has been Called or set apart for a particular purpose. 

Our life was and is a part of God’s plan from the beginning of time. It is our responsibility to determine what that part is for us personally. We can only do that through committing ourself to become active in our pursuit of LIFE in Christ. 
“Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”                      - 2 Peter 1:10-11

· We must Conform to the image of Christ.

“ For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that

 his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters.”               – Romans 8:29

· We must discover our FORM.

Each believer is given a unique FORM by God, made up of our focus 

(passions & personality), our opportunities (experiences), our resources 

(talents & abilities), and our ministry gifts (spiritual gifts). These areas make 

up who we are and how we function in our spiritual life as a part of the 

“body of Christ” enabling us to fulfill our destiny in the Lord.

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts according to the grace given us.”                                                                                                     - Romans 12:4-6a 

4
Real Life Commitment

Committing to God’s Strategy for Life

Introduction for LIFE
________________________________________________________________________
· We must fulfill our life Purpose. 

“ I have been given complete authority in heaven and earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”              Matthew 28:18-20
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Because every believer has been uniquely created and gifted, we must recognize our responsibility to do our part in proclaiming the gospel message of Jesus Christ and building His church. In that God has called every believer into ministry, we must not only accept that fact and discover our place in His church, but also maintain the basic presuppositions that keep us moving in the direction of the ministry goals that Christ defined for His followers. 

(We will look at these more in-depth in a later session.)
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Making A Commitment To Grow

 In God’s Purpose For Your Life

God wants us to grow. Therefore, that we must make three Spiritual Commitments to help us mature as a Christian, so we can fully function and be effective. These involve spiritual habits or exercises that we must involve ourselves in to pursue God and to live a life pleasing to him. They shape our lives. They are the same habits that Jesus modeled for us as he lived his life on earth.

“Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.”                                                                                           - Ephesians 4:14-15

“You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation. Cry out for this nourishment as a baby cries for milk.”               - 1 Peter 2:2 

“But grow in the special favor and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

                                                                                                                        – 2 Peter 3:18
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My Commitments To Grow

· Committing to; Maturity
            Worship

            Bible Study
            Prayer (Spirit-filled living)

            Study with other believers

            Giving

· Committing to Ministry
            Ministry Identification (FORM)

            Ministry Training
· Committing to Mentoring
             To be Mentored
             To Mentor
These commitments to growth, both personally and corporately, are the necessary ingredients to enable you to have L.I.F.E.
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Live In Focus Everyday ~ HOW?

Discovering God’s Strategy for 

Building My LIFE and His House:

What Is My Strategy?
Foundation for LIFE:  LIFE by God’s Strategic Plan

     Seven pillars for a 21st Century N.T. Christian
     Seven pillars for a 21st Century N.T. Church
Formation for LIFE:  LIFE as God’s Strategic People

Discovering and developing Your FORM

Discovering and developing Our FORM

               Facilitation for LIFE:  LIFE in God’s Strategic Place with God’s   

                                                   Strategic Power

The ministry of Christ through the Christian
                     The ministry of Christ through the Church
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As A Church
What Is Our Heritage?
History of First Assembly of God

The first steps of establishing First Assembly of God began as home prayer meetings led by Peter and Annie Duborg. These were held in various homes and when the homes were outgrown people began to meet in small auditoriums and meeting halls. While meeting in the Old Dutch Market on February 1, 1925 the congregation officially became a part of the Assemblies of God Fellowship. 

Reverend George James of Jeannette, Pa. was invited to be the new pastor of the fellowship in December 1930 and he pastored until 1949. He led the church in growth physically and spiritually and in 1947 the congregation purchased Old Grace Episcopal Church and completely renovated it occupying the facility in 1948. Shortly thereafter Reverend James passed away on January 26, 1949. 

Reverend Obie L. Harrup who was serving as the District Superintendent followed Reverend James and in April 1949 he began to pastor First Assembly of God then known as Full Gospel Tabernacle. The church experienced growth and soon the building had to be expanded. In 1957 due to continued growth the church purchased the property on West Braddock road. On February 21, 1965 the congregation moved into a new building with a new name --First Assembly of God. On August 13, 1972 Reverend O.L. Harrup gave his farewell message and answered the call to be the president of what is now Valley Forge Christian College. 

Reverend Lowel Harrup followed his father as the senior pastor of First Assembly in August 1972 and he helped to establish the Royal Rangers for boys and Missionettes for girls programs. He also led to the building of the new Christian education annex in 1968. And in March of 1979 he answered a full-time call to the mission field. 

Dr. Thomas F. Gulbronson shared his first message on April 22, 1979. He was a gifted expository preacher, and made the most complex thing easy for 
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all to understand. In the early 1980s he led the church through a wonderful

worship renewal and in 1982 he started a Christian School. In the 1990s he 

established a shelter for the homeless. Pastor Gulbronson led the church in physical and spiritual growth and the Lord blessed him and his ministry. He shared his last message with First Assembly of God in March of 2002. 

Reverend Wesley E. Johnson is the present lead pastor, coming to First Assembly in December 2002. His focus has been to help people “Know God and Show People” with a new vision and a new strategy to make a difference in the community and the world. By helping people find their spiritual gifting and placement in the body of Christ he is helping the church to move in anticipation of what the Lord will do. 

After more than seventy-five years as a fellowship, we look to the future with excitement and a great anticipation of what the Lord will continue to do in the lives of our people and our church. 
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Assemblies of God Affiliation 
History of the Assemblies of God 
1. The Assemblies of God is the largest Pentecostal denomination in the world, as well as the fastest growing. 

2. The Assemblies of God has roots in the religious revival of the late 1800s. Many Christians in the United States and other parts of the world felt the need for more of God’s power. In response, the Holy Spirit came on large numbers of them as it did in the book of Acts. Since this was initially associated with the Jewish holiday of Pentecost, the name “Pentecostal” was given to them. 

3. The beginning of the modern Pentecostal movement is generally traced to prayer meetings at First Assembly Bible College in Topeka, Kansas on January 1, 1901. Revival spread to Missouri and Texas and then to California. A three-year revival meeting at the Azusa Street Mission in Los Angeles attracted believers from across the nation and overseas. This served as a springboard to send the Pentecostal message around the world. 

4. The Pentecostal aspects of this revival were not generally welcomed in established churches. Many were asked to leave and they formed their own churches. 

5.
By 1914 leaders and laymen realized the need for several things: 

a. Formal recognition of ministers; 

b. Approval and support of missionaries; 

c. Full accounting of funds; 

d. Increasing in doctrinal unity, gospel literature and permanent Bible training schools. 
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6. Therefore, they gathered for a “General Council” in Hot Springs, Arkansas in 1914. A cooperative fellowship emerged from that meeting. It was incorporated with the name “The General Council of the Assemblies of God.” In 1916, a group added the Statement of Fundamental Truths. It was a simple statement and remains virtually unchanged. It continues to provide a sound basis for the Fellowship, giving a firm position on vital doctrine. 

7. The Assemblies of God has always emphasized missions and evangelism. 

8. Today the Assemblies of God Fellowship is numbered at 2,600,000 in the United States and 32,000,000 overseas with 12,000 churches in this country and 150,000 churches overseas. 

9. The denominational organization consists of the General Council (The United States), District Councils (e.g. the Oklahoma District), Sections and local churches. 

District Affiliation: Potomac District Council consisting of churches from Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia. 

Sectional Affiliation: In Capital Virginia there are 27 churches in our section. 
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The Sixteen Fundamental Truths 

of the Assemblies of God 

The Bible is our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. This statement of Fundamental Truths is intended simply as a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all speak the same thing, according to 1 Corinthians 1:10; Acts 2:42). The phraseology employed in this statement is not inspired or contended for, but the truth set forth is held to be essential to a full-gospel ministry. No claim is made that it contains all Biblical truth; only that it covers our need as to these fundamental doctrines. 

1.
The Scripture Inspired 
The scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired of God and are the revelation of God to man, the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct (2 Timothy 3:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Peter 1:21). 

2.
The One True God 
The one true God has revealed Himself as the eternally self-existent “I AM,” the Creator of heaven and earth, the Redeemer of mankind. He has further revealed himself as embodying the principles of relationship and association as Father, Son and Holy Ghost (Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 43:10,11, Matthew 28:19, Luke 3:22). 

3.
The Deity of the Lord Jesus 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. The Scriptures declare his: 

· Virgin birth (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31,35) 

· Sinless life (Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22) 

· Miracles (Acts 2:22; 10:38) 

· Substitutionary work on the cross (1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21) 

· Bodily resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39; 1 Corinthians 15:4); 

· Exaltation to the right hand of God (Acts 1:9, 11; 2:33; Philippians 2:9, 11; Hebrews 1:3). 

4.
The Fall of Man 
Man was created good and upright; for God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” However, man by voluntary transgression fell and thereby incurred not only physical death but also spiritual death, which is separation from God (Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:17; 3:6; Romans 5:12-19). 
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5.
The Salvation of Man 
Man’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

•
Conditions of Salvation 
Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ. (Luke 24:47; John 3:3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11, 3:5-7). 

•
The Evidences of Salvation 
The inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness of the Spirit (Romans 8:16). The outward evidence to all men is a life of righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:24; Titus 2:12). 

6.
The Ordinances of the Church 
•
Baptism in Water 
The ordinance of baptism by immersion is commanded in the Scriptures. All who repent and believe on Christ as Savior and Lord are to be baptized. Thus, baptism is a symbolic declaration to the world that they have died with Christ and that they also have been raised with him to walk in newness of life (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47, 48; Romans 6:4). 

•
Holy Communion 
The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements--bread and the fruit of the vine, is the symbol expressing our sharing in the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:4); a memorial of his suffering and death (1 Corinthians 11:26); and a prophecy of his second coming (1 Corinthians 11:26); and is enjoined on all believers “till he comes!” 

7.
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit All believers are entitled to and should ardently expect and earnestly seek the promise of the Father, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the early Christian Church. With it comes the enduement of power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31). This experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth (Acts 8:1217; 10:44-46; 11:14-16; 15:7-9). With the baptism in the Holy Spirit come such experiences as an overflowing fullness of the Spirit (John 7:37-39; Acts 4:8), a deepened reverence for God (Acts 2:43; Hebrews 12:28), an intensified consecration to God and dedication to his work (Acts 2:42), and more active love for Christ, for his Word, and for the lost (Mark 16:20). 

8.
The Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit The baptism of believers in the Holy Spirit is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance. (Acts 2:4). 
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9.
Sanctification: Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil, and of dedication unto God (Romans 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:12). The Scriptures teach a life of “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). By the power of the Holy Ghost, we are able to obey the command: “Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:15.16) (Romans 6:1-11,13; Romans 8:1,2,13; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:12.13; 1 Peter 1:5). 

10. The Church and Its Mission The Church is the Body of Christ and each believer is an integral part. (Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:22; Hebrews 12:23). 

Since God’s purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that which is lost, to be worshipped by man, and to build a body of believers in the image of his Son, the priority reason-for-being of the Assemblies of God as part of the Church is to be: 

· An agency of God for evangelizing the world (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 

16:15,16); 

· A corporate body in which man may worship God (1 Corinthians 12:13); and 

· A channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image 


of his Son (Ephesians 4:11, 16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12). 

The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing emphasis to this reason-for being in the New Testament apostolic pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. This experience: 

· Enables them to evangelize the power of the Spirit with accompanying 


supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3,4); 

· Adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with God (1 Corinthians 


2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12,13 and 14); and 

· Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit in expression of 

fruit, gifts, and ministries as in New Testament times for edifying the body of 

Christ (Galatians 5:22-26; 1 Corinthians 14:12; Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Corinthians 

12:28; Colossians 1:29). 

11. The Ministry 
A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has been provided by our Lord for a threefold purpose of leading the Church in: 

· evangelizing the world (Mark 16:15-20), 

· worshipping God (John 4:23,23), and 

· building a body of saints being perfected in the image of his Son (Ephesians 


4:11-16). 
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12.
Divine Healing: Divine healing is an integral part of the gospel. Deliverance from sickness is provided in the atonement, and is the privilege of all believers (Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:16, 17; James 5:14-16). 

13.
The Blessed Hope The resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ and their translation together with those who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord is the imminent and blessed hope of the Church. (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Romans 8:23; Titus 2:13; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 

14. The Millennial Reign of Christ 
The second coming of Christ includes the rapture of saints, which is our blessed hope, followed by the visible return of Christ with his saints to reign on the earth for one thousand years (Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-14; 20:1-6). This millennial reign will bring the salvation of national Israel (Ezekiel 37:21,22; Zephaniah 3:19,20; Romans 11:26,27) and the establishment of universal peace (Isaiah 11:6-9; Psalms 72:3-8; Micah 4:3,4). 

15. The Final Judgment 
At a final judgment the wicked dead will be raised and judged according to their works. Whosoever is not found written in the Book of Life, together with the Devil and his angels, the beast, and the false prophet, will be consigned to everlasting punishment in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15; 21:8). 

16. The New Heavens and the New Earth 
We, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21 and 22). 
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