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SESSION 4: Facilitation for LIFE – LIFE in God’s Strategic Place with God’s Strategic Power
(Luke 4:18-19; John 14:5-26)

     “He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs – for he has no needs. He himself gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need there is. From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries.

     His purpose in all of this was that the nations should seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him – though he is not far from any one of us. For in him we live and move and exist…”                                                                                                                 – Acts 17:24-28


As a Christian or as a church we exist simply to fulfill the Great    Commission and the Great Commandment by facilitating the ministry of Jesus Christ in and through our lives and our church.

The Great Commission

“I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”                                                                      - Matthew 28:18-20
       Purpose – We are to make disciples of all the nations

       Process – By teaching them to obey what He has commanded you

       Promise – His promise is that ‘I will be with you to the end’

What Was the Ministry of Jesus?

     “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach Good News

       to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the 

       blind will see, that the downtrodden will be freed from their oppressors, and that

       the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”                                          - Luke 4:18-19
· Preached the Good News

· Proclaimed freedom for those who were oppressed

· Prayed for the sick

· Produced disciples

· Promoted  the glory of the Father

· Provided for those who were in need

· Promised to be with us always

Today, the ministry of Jesus is facilitated through the life of the Christian and the life of the church. 

“The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, because the work of the Son brings glory to the Father. Yes, ask anything in my name, and I will do it!”                     - John 14:12-14


 Jesus makes 2 powerful points:

1. He left to leave behind:

The Church - (Our Placement)

“Upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you lock on earth will be locked in heaven, and whatever you open on earth will be opened in heaven.”                                       - Matt 16:18-20
The Comforter - (Our Power)

“But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

                                                                                                                                              -  Acts 1:8

           

2. He has multiplied His ministry through:

                 The Christian
· The Extension of His Ministry

                 The Church
· The Multiplication of His Ministry

How is Jesus’ Ministry Founded, Formed and Facilitated in the LIFE of the Christian and the LIFE of the Church?


      As a Christian - Being a Person of the Spirit
· Founded  on Christ in me. (Indwelling of the Spirit at conversion)

· Formed  by Christ’s character in me. (Fruits of the Spirit) 

                                                                                (Gal. 5:22-23)

              Love                           Patience                     Faithfulness  

              Joy                              Kindness                   Gentleness

              Peace                          Goodness                  Self-control

· Facilitated  through the Spirit in me. (Baptism of the Spirit)

· Being Baptized with the Holy Spirit

· Fulfilling my Life Purpose
· Serving in the place I’m formed for

· Understanding your gifts

                                    (Identification of gifts) 

· Utilizing your gifts

                                    (Matching of gifts to task)

·   Striving for excellence and authenticity

· Giving God your best

· Always maintain an Open heart

· Always maintain the Attitude of a learn

· Being REAL
· Supporting others in the ministry 

· Mentoring relationships

· Being Mentored
·  Being a Mentor
· Team ministry

· Multiplication of ministry

· Doing your part

·  Setting goals for ongoing ministry development

· Ongoing  ministry training

· Practical experience

          Participate in ministry opportunities in the church

          Look for ways to minister outside the church

·  Staying focused through prayer and obedience

· Prayer & Fasting
· Doing what God says

· Hearing from God

· Acting on what God says

· Sharing my story with others

· Knowing my story

The following has been adapted from the training course Becoming a Contagious Christian. We strongly suggest that you participate in this course when it is offered as a follow up to your commitment to facilitate the ministry of Jesus through your life purpose.

Why Is Your Story Important?

tc "What Are My Natural Abilities?" \l 2
As you commit to doing your part to fulfill the Great Commission it is essential that you not only see the benefits of ministering in a corporate setting, such as the church, but that you also recognize the benefits and importance of relational evangelism. After all, our mission field is the people we rub shoulders with on a regular basis – family members, co-workers, neighbors, etc. and people need the Lord. One of the best ways of reaching people is targeting your circle of influence and begin to look for opportunities to share your faith. The best way to share your faith is to share your story.

Three reasons why your story is important:

1.  Our friends and acquaintances are Interested.

 A natural outflow of your showing interest in them will be their wanting to reciprocate and show interest in you.

2.    They can Relate to it.
You naturally tend to gravitate towards people with similar interests and backgrounds, and it is likely that your friends will be able to relate your experiences to their own.

3.   Its hard to Argue with.
When people see the way God has changed your life, it becomes harder to deny the evidence that Christianity is true.
How To Organize Your Story

In Acts 26 Paul provides us with an example of the essential elements in putting together your personal testimony so you can effectively share it with others.

tc "What Are Spiritual Gifts?" \l 2
1. First Element: Before Christ  (Acts 26:4-11)
Paul tells about his life growing up and shares some of the things that influenced 

his life and led to the type of person he was as an adult (before Christ).  

2. Second Element: Conversion  (Acts 26:12-18)
Here Paul relates how he came to Christ and shares the details of his conversion.

3. Third Element: After Christ  (Acts 26:19-23)
      Now Paul shares about his life since coming to Christ and the difference it has 

     made.

4. Fourth Element: Concluding Question  (Acts 26:27)
Paul asks, “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” At the conclusion of his story, Paul asks his listener to respond or reply to what he just said, which is what King Agrippa did (verse 28).

5.   Fifth Element: Unifying Theme
The unifying theme in Paul’s personal testimony was his zeal for serving God.

Writing Your Story

Now you are ready to work on your own story, your personal testimony. Here are six questions to help you organize it under the same headings as noted above. Don’t worry about getting it “just right” or fully developed the first time. Right now try to get the main idea.

Write your answers under each question.

· Before Christ

1. Where were you spiritually before receiving Christ, and how did that effect your feelings, attitudes, actions, and relationships?
      2. What caused you to begin considering God/Christ as a solution to your needs?

· Conversion

 3.  What realization did you come to that finally motivated you to receive Christ?
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4. Specifically, how did you receive Christ?

· After Christ

 5. How did your life begin to change after you committed your life to Christ?

 6. What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian? (Especially think of those benefits that would best relate to the people in your circle of influence).
Personal Testimony Tips

1) Theme                   

A theme is the central issue in our lives that shows the Contrast in our spiritual outlook before and after knowing Christ.

The theme needs to start with a problem in Element 1 (Before Christ) and get resolved or partially resolved in Element 3 (After Christ). Be careful not to mimic someone else’s theme, or what we think a good theme would sound like. BE REAL AND BE YOURSELF!

2) Conversion Experience (Element 2)  

You need to keep it Simple, Clear, and Repeatable.
Your story should contain a specific account of how you received Christ, emphasizing the repeatable elements.


3) Conclusion

You need to end your testimony with a question or statement that requires a Response.

4) Scripture

While everything you say must be consistent with what the Bible teaches, you do not have to quote a lot of Scripture. In fact, if we quote too many Bible verses it could offend the person we are trying to reach. Instead, think of one or two key verses ( Life  Verses ) you can share that are central to your testimony.

5) Language

You need to be Relevant. In other words, learn to convey biblical truth in 

ordinary marketplace language. Avoid religious clichés and “God-Talk ”.

Note: the longer you are a Christian the harder it gets to do this!

6) Length

Be brief and to the Point .  Your friend will let you know if more detail is wanted. Try telling your personal testimony in 3-4 minutes. (Incidentally, that is about the length of Paul’s testimony in Acts 26)

7) Sequence

Initially it is important to use the Before Christ – Conversion – After Christ Progression, but after more practice you will be able to start and stop at any 

one of the elements of your personal testimony depending on the situation.

8) Putting Others First

This is important in telling your testimony. You need to earn the “Right” to tell your story by first encouraging your friend to talk about his or her own spiritual background. You then need to keep your focus on your friend specifically by emphasizing those aspects of your experience that will Relate to his or her concerns or interests.

Communicating My Story
Outline Your Testimony

· Refer back to your answers to the six questions (pages 72 & 73) and circle the key words in each of your answers.

· Write those key words in outline form below.

Before Christ

Question #1:                                                     Question #2

1.                                                                        1.

2.                                                                        2.

3.                                                                        3.

4.                                                                        4.

Conversion
Question #3                                                      Question #4

1.                                                                        1.

2.                                                                        2.

3.                                                                        3.

4.                                                                        4.

tc "How Spiritual Gifts Relate to Life and Ministry" \l 2After Christ

Question #5:                                                     Question #6:

1.                                                                        1.

2.                                                                        2.

3.                                                                        3.

4.                                                                        4.

Practice Telling Your Testimony



Steps To Take To Fulfill Your Life Purpose and Experience Ministry
1. Participate in ministry opportunities In the church.

2. Constantly Look  for ways to minister to needs Outside  the church.

3. Don’t be Afraid to Experiment with different ministries until You discover the one that makes your heart Race.

4. Participate in a missions project Locally or Overseas.

5. Make an ongoing Commitment to invest yourself in a ministry. 

6. Don’t Sit, Soak, and Sour.

7. If you haven’t already begun, get Started.

As a Church
Being a church of the Spirit

In Review:

1) The ministry of Jesus is founded on Seven Foundational Pillars

· The pillar of passion for God

· The pillar of partnering with other believers

· The pillar of power through prayer

· The pillar of principles to live by

· The pillar of providing for the needs of others

· The pillar of planting churches

· The pillar of promoting Jesus 

2) The ministry of Jesus in and through the church is formed by the 

people God has assigned to it. 

“He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.” 

                                                                                            Ephesians 4:11-12

· Anointed and Appointed Leadership 

· Apostle – Pioneer, visionary; Spiritual authority 

regionally

· Prophet – Sharer of truth  

· Evangelist – a person compelled to share the gospel and win 

 souls





· Pastor – nurturer, unity and spiritual health of the congregation

is of greatest importance

· Teacher – researcher; explains the reason for truth


· Equipping the members for Ministry

· Empowering for ministry

· Training for ministry

· Releasing into ministry
· Ministry Training.
· Ministry Partner Training

· Leadership Training

· Full Time Ministry Training

The ministry of Jesus in and through the church is facilitated when the church functions in the capacity of a 21st century New Testament church. 

First Assembly facilitates ministry by empowering you for ministry and helping you fulfill your Life Purpose
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GALLUP SURVEY: 

Only 10% of all laypeople are active in a ministry.

                    An additional 50% have no interest at all.

                    BUT 40% said they’d like to be involved but have

                    never been asked or don’t know how.

FIRST ASSEMBLY IS COMMITTED TO THESE 10 THINGS

1. Teaching the Biblical Basis For Lay Ministry.

Four Pillars of Lay Ministry:  (Romans 12:1-8)
a.  Every believer is a Minister
b.  Every ministry is Important
c.  We are dependent on Each Other
d.  Ministry is the expression of my F.O.R.M.

2. The Establishment of a Ministry Placement Process.

First Assembly’s Process

a. Attend REAL LIFE Commitments.

b. Complete your Personal Profile.

c. Commit to the Formation Covenant.

d. Meet with a Ministry Leader for your FORM Interview and identify   2-3 possible ministries.

e. Meet with the staff who supervise the ministries you’re considering.

f. Begin your ministry and attend any training that may be necessary.

3.  Streamlining our organizational structure to maximize Ministry and minimize Maintenance
· Ministry is Meeting  the needs of people

· Maintenance is Maintaining  the organization


4.  Providing On – The-- Job  training 

5.  Never starting a Ministry without a Minister.
6.  Establishing Only the Necessary Standards  and Guidelines.
At First Assembly, any member who has completed REAL LIFE Commitments may begin a new ministry as long as they follow five guidelines:

a. You don’t expect the staff to Run It
               b.  The ministry is compatible to First Assembly’s Strategy
                    and Philosophy
               c.  The ministry will not harm the Testimony of the church


d. You don’t do any Fundraising  without permission

               e.  You are careful to give God all of the Glory

7.  Allowing people to Quit or Change ministries gracefully, without guilt

First Assembly wants to give you the freedom to do three things:

a.  Examine
b.  Experiment
c. Exercise
8.  Providing the Resources and Support Needed.

· Material  Support

· Access to copy machines, phones, space to meet, etc.

· Communications Support

· Bulletins, Newsletters, Ministry Reports and Meetings, etc.

· Promotional Support

· Set up ministry tables and acknowledge at Welcome Center

· Nametags

· Brochures for every ministry

· Refer to ministries publicly from the pulpit

· Plan special events to honor lay ministers

· Moral Support

9.  Delegating Authority with Responsibility.

· The key to motivation is Ownership
· How to bring the best out of others:

· Give them a Challenge
· Give them Control
· Give them Credit

10.  Always keeping the Vision before you

          Renewing it on a Consistent and regular basis

As your church we are committed to making sure you become all that God has destined you to be. We do this by giving you a solid foundation, helping you discover how God has formed you, and facilitating your involvement in that place God has formed you to function in. 


Six Keys For Ministry

· Being Released to fulfill your destiny

· Being Responsible for doing your part

· Being Reliable can be counted on at all times

· Being Relational with others in ministry

· Being Resourceful in the ministry

· Being Respectful to all parts of the ministry

Where do I go from here?

1. Sign the Foundation, Formation and Facilitation covenants.

2.  Complete your FORM Interview.

3.  Choose and commit to a ministry.

4.  Sign the Ministry Partner Covenant.

5. Become a ministry partner of First Assembly of God.

6.  Be officially recognized as a ministry partner.
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The goal of this practice is to give you the opportunity to sharpen your story in a safe environment before you tell it “live” to a friend. The more you practice, the more effective your testimony will be and the more confidence you will have when that time comes.
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